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DISCOVERY OF ACHERONTIA ATROPOS L. (LEPIDOPTERA, SPHINGIDAE)
IN NORTH-EAST KAZAKHSTAN
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Summary. The first reliable record of Acherontia atropos L. east from Ural mts. is reported from North-East Kazakhstan, Pavlodar
suburbs. The moth was collected on September, 15, 2006. Up to present the species was not known to range east from North-Eastern Iran
and Turkmenistan. In eastern countries a sibling species occurs, 4. styx Wstw. In South-Western Asia both species occur together. They
differ most noticeably by the double (in 4. styx Wstw.) versus single (in 4. atropos L.) dark postdiscal band on the hindwing underside.
Dark transversal bands at the underside of abdomen are well visible and broad in A. atropos L. and nearly absent in A. styx Wstw.
Pe3rome. IIpuBoanuTcs eNUHCTBEHHAS JOCTOBEpHAs HaxoaKa Acherontia atropos L. k BocToky oT Ypana — B CeBepo-Boctounom Ka-
3axcTaHe 3 okpectHocTel [laBnonapa. babouka 6bu1a cobpana 15 centsiOps 2006 . B HacTosmiee BpeMs BU HE H3BECTEH BOCTOUHEE
Cesepo-Bocrounoro Mpana n TypkMmeHncTaHa; BOCTOUHEE €ro 3aMeriaeT onuskuil Bua — 4. styx Wstw., B fOro-3amagnoit Asun oba
BHJ1a OOUTAIOT COBMECTHO. Pa3nuuuTh UX Mpolie Mo pUCyHKY HHKHEH CTOPOHBI 3aJJHUX KPBUIBEB — TEMHAsI TIOCTANCKAIbHAS TTePEBsI3b
onuHapHas y A. atropos L. v nBoitHas y A. styx Wstw. UEpHble momnepeyHble MOI0CH HAa HUJKHEH CTOpOHE OPIOIIKA XOPOLIO BHIPasKEHbI
y A. atropos L. n penyuupoBansl y A. styx Wstw.

Acherontia atropos (Linnaeus, 1758) is widely surface of the abdomen; the skull-like marking is darker
distributed throughout the Afrotropics, Southern Europe and there is a faint blue tornal dot enclosed by a black
and South-Western Asia. The north-easternmost localities ~ submarginal band on the hindwing upperside; the forewing
are known from North-Eastern Iran and Turkmenistan discal spot (stigma) is orange; in A. atropos it is usually
[Danner, Eitschberger, Surholt, 1998; Pittaway, 2010]. In  white [Pittaway, Kitching, 2010].

Europe, solitary vagrant specimens have been recorded In 2006, September, 15, one male specimen of
from northern countries; for example, in European Russia  Acherontia atropos L. was collected at a potato field
from Kola Peninsula [Kozlov, Jalava, 1994], southern and  near Leninskiy settlement in Pavlodar suburbs, North-
middle regions of Komi Republic: Ukhta, Ob’yachevo, East Kazakhstan. The specimen is now deposited in the
Letki [Tatarinov, Sedykh, Dolgin, 2003]. In Siberia, there  collection of Pavlodar State University and is depicted
were records from Tyumen Province [Sitnikov, 2009] only;  here (col. pl. V: 1-2). All characters of this specimen show
but the author informed us (pers. comm.) that there was  that it belongs to 4. atropos L., and not to A. styx Wstw.:
only verbal information not confirmed by any specimen. it has one medial band on the underside of the forewing,
In Eastern Asia, it was reported once from Hainan, but the  clear dark bands across the ventral surface of the abdomen,
species is not a resident in this region [Pittaway, Kitching, a light skull-like marking, no blue tornal dot enclosed by

2010]. a black submarginal band on the hindwing upperside, the
In southern regions of Asia, another sibling species  forewing discal spot (stigma) being whitish.
occurs, 4. styx Westwood, 1847. It is distributed from So, it should be stated that this is the north-easternmost

South-Western Asia east to Japan, Philippines, Sulawesi  record of A. atropos L., and the single one east from Ural
and Lesser Sunda Islands. In the Near East, Arabian  Mts.

Peninsula and Iran both species occur together. So, all Authors are grateful to Dr. O. Kosterin (Novosibirsk,
Acherontia records from Siberia that were not confirmed  Russia) for correcting the language of the manuscript.
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COLORPLATEV

Karibaev leg. 1 —upperside, 2 —underside.

15.09.2006, Kapubaes. 1 —Buj cBepXy, 2 — BH]] CHU3Y.

1-2 — Acherontia atropos (Linnaeus, 1758); Kazakhstan, Pavlodar suburbs, Leninskii settlement, 15.09.2006,

1-2 — Acherontia atropos (Linnaeus, 1758); Kasaxcran, okpectHoctu IlaBmomapa, mocénok JIeHWHCKUA,
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